[Evaluation of the status of peripheral nerves in patients on long-term treatment with anticonvulsants based on a study of H-reflex and F wave].
In 30 patients with chronic epilepsy treated mainly with diphenyl hydantoin the routine examination of motor conduction velocity and the H reflex and F wave were used for assessment of the state of the ulnar-median peroneal and tibial nerves. Slight abnormalities were found in the orthodromic motor impulse conduction and much greater and more frequent abnormalities in the conduction of late responses. These results confirm the opinions of a part of the authors on a neurotoxic effect on the peripheral nerves of long-term treatment with anticonvulsants.